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JESUS IS GREATER THAN 
EVERYTHING

Over 6,000 teens from Alliance 
churches attended the LIFE 2022 youth 
conference at the Orlando (Florida) 
World Center Marriott July 5–9. They 
worshiped every morning and evening, 
heard diverse messages, and engaged in 
gospel-centered discussions. 

The event was bathed in prayer. During 
the week, the entire Alliance family was 
invited to pray around the clock in a 
24-hour prayer initiative for LIFE. There 
were 30-minute increments, and each 
district was assigned to one day. Thanks 
to all who prayed!

The conference theme was Jesus Is 
Greater than Everything—including 
power, money, fame, privilege, reputation, 
sex, social media followers, personal 
adversity— and even church. There were 
over 50 seminars throughout the week 
designed to provide spiritual support 
and a deeper connection with Jesus. Stu-
dents also had the opportunity to serve 
the central Florida community through 
service projects and become immersed 
in a justice experience—a simulation 
that equipped students to recognize 
global slavery issues. In addition, they 
walked through a missions experience 
that challenged them to answer God’s 

call on their lives and take the gospel to  
their communities. 

On Friday evening during the main 
service, President John Stumbo shared 
his healing testimony and led a call 
to ministry. “The God of the universe 
is inviting you into His home—and 
[saying,] ‘Hey, bring everybody with 
you, as many friends as you possibly 
can. I want you to come. I want you to 
be in My house.’” Praise God—over 400 
students responded to the call into full-
time ministry! Continue to pray for these 
students, specifically that they will have 
a community around them to encourage 
their call to ministry and that God will 
continue to direct their steps. 

Thanks to the generosity of students and 
leaders, $104,184 was raised as part of the 
LIFE 2022 Offering to support orphans 
and children in Myanmar through Silver 
Lining Missions. Pray for this ministry 
and for the communities in Myanmar 
they will support with these funds.

Pray that LIFE participants will contin-
uously set their hearts upon Jesus even 
as they have returned home. Pray for 
ongoing conversations about their time 
and experiences at LIFE and for them 
to be attuned to the Holy Spirit. Praise 
God for the amazing ways He revealed 
Himself during the conference. 
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Thank you for praying for Alliance workers and for the people with whom they share the gospel. 

To  receive the Call to Prayer and weekly prayer requests via email, subscribe at cmalliance.org/pray. 

Alliance ministries are supported by gifts to the Great Commission Fund and CAMA.
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87 RELEASED FROM SLAVERY 

Over 40 million people globally are 
trapped in slavery—sex slavery, child labor, 
and other extreme injustices. Justice Ven-
tures International (JVI) is a marketplace 
ministries (mm)* project that partners with 
local organizations and global stakeholders 
to eradicate human trafficking and to bring 
freedom and restoration to those suffering 
from oppression.

 On April 25, JVI and a local partner 
coordinated with police to rescue 87 
people, representing 22 families, from 
forced labor in a brick kiln in northern 
India. They were taken to the kiln in fall 
2021. Suffering physical and verbal abuse, 
they worked 12-hour days and were paid 
about $1.25 per family, per day, for a typ-
ical family of four to six. They were also 
penalized for bricks damaged by rain or 
natural calamity and charged for supplies. 

Once the forced laborers and their 
families were safely returned to their 
villages, JVI’s legal team has worked 
with police and prosecutors to ensure 
the traffickers are held accountable and 
that the survivors secure rehabilitation 
assistance. JVI’s aftercare team has been 
assessing each family’s needs to help 
them find housing, dignified jobs, and 
schooling for the children.

 Intercede for JVI staff as they continue 
this vital work. Pray, too, for offenders’ 
hearts to be changed and that they will 
turn from their destructive practices. 
Pray for financial provision to support 
the work of JVI, mm, and other Alliance 
teams involved in such ministries.

*mm is a specialized structure of Alliance 
Missions that facilitates marketplace 
professionals who bring their expertise to a 
community to disciple those around them. 

A HOLY INVITATION

Recently, our son Donald came home 
and said, “Mom, I asked a friend if he 
wanted to play at the park. He doesn’t 
know about the park, so I said I’d get him!” 

In Japan, it’s common for elementary 
kids to play at the park without a parent. 
Later, we learned that this classmate had 
never been invited to play there before. 
Donald then invited another boy that week 
who had also never been asked before. 

Soon we had five second-graders over 
our house to play—Donald and his broth-
er Elliot were ecstatic! It was fun to see 
them playing and talking all in Japanese. 
We are thankful for our boys’ hearts to 
reach out to their friends in the way they 
know how: by inviting them into their 
lives to play. Donald’s kindness also led 
the moms to come to the park, along with 
another boy.  

This is why we are here. We build 
friendships, inviting people into our lives 
in hopes of introducing them to Jesus. Yes, 
we invite them to the park so that they 
feel included. But more than that, we 
want our Japanese friends to join the 
family of God. Intercede for the many 
friends, neighbors, and contacts who have 
yet to say “YES” to the most important 
invitation of all time. 

by Don and Rachel Schaeffer, an aXcess worker 
couple serving in Japan
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